
A BIOGRAPHY OF SOPHOCLES ONE OF THE GREATEST TRAGEDIANS

OF ANCIENT GREECE

Sophocles, one of classical Athens' three great tragic playwrights, whose [ Greece]â€”died , Athens), with Aeschylus
and Euripides, one of.

Creon sentences her to death. He began his artistic journey in BC, with winning a prize for his play and
leaving behind Aeschylus in the competition. Antigone makes very few references to the gods, and so it is
very easy to interpret much of her reasoning for honoring higher laws as referencing laws of family honor, not
divine laws. He showed his musical skill in public, when he played the blind singer Thamyris in his drama of
the same name, and played the cithara with such success that he was painted as Thamyris with the cithara in
the famous Stoa Poecile "painted colonnade" , a prominent gathering place in ancient Athens. Rather, the
exaggerated expressions on the masks were part of the stylized "look" of Greek theatre, a style that combined
ritualized exaggeration with simplicity to better convey the sense of the drama to a large audience. In the
modern drama, when the tragedy of a situation becomes almost too great for the audience to bear, relief is
often found in some comic, or partly comic, episode which is introduced to slacken the tension. He died that
same year. We call this power enthusiasm , a Greek word which simply means the god within us. The maiden
was at home with her mother, and the messenger who was sent to Argos to bring her was charged to say that
he father desired to wed her to the hero Achilles. Oedipus enters the village of Colonus and they are
approached by a villager, who demands that they leave, because that ground is sacred to the Furies, or
Eumenides. He is a victim of his ignorance, a universal human limitation. Despite their enmity toward him,
Odysseus persuades the kings Menelaus and Agamemnon to grant Ajax a proper burial. He brought many
innovations to the Greek play style. The play was highly esteemed in its time, and has gone on to be even
more popular today, in part due to the significance attached to the Oedipus myth by Sigmund Freud.
Sophocles' dramatic technique, using the difference between the audience's awareness of events and those of
the characters, have been deployed to create suspense by modern playwrights like Shakespeare and
filmmakers like Alfred Hitchcock. He was also deemed by antiquity as a man especially beloved by the gods,
particularly by Asclepius, god of medicine, whose priest he probably was, and who was said to have granted
him health and vigor of mind to extreme old age. He is one of three Greek tragedians whose plays have lived
on. The front row consists of marble chairs, the only seats in the theatre which have backs, and these are
reserved for the priests of Dionysus and the chief magistrates. Let us go with an Athenian audience and see a
play which was first performed in the latter half of the fifth century B. But they learn from an oracle that they
cannot capture Troy without his assistance. Furthermore, he asks to see their king, Theseus , saying, "I come
as someone sacred, someone filled with piety and power, bearing a great gift for all your people. First, unlike
Oedipus, the audience is already aware of the facts before the play begins. His second wife was Theoris with
whom he had one son who was called Ariston. Legacy A portrait from a vase of a Greek actor performing in
Sophocles' lost play Andromeda. The Chorus, though it no longer told the story, was very important, for it set
the atmosphere of the play, and lyrics of haunting loveliness hinted at the tragedy that could not be averted,
because of terrible deeds done in the past, or if, indeed, there might be any help, the imagination was carried
forward on wings of hope. But comic episodes were felt to be out of place in a Greek drama, and therefore
when a tragic scene had taken place, the Chorus followed it by a song of purest poetry. The play describes the
end of Oedipus ' tragic life. By contrast, in the other plays there is some struggle with Oedipus' sons Eteocles
and Polynices in regard to the succession. The legends and traditions from which most of the Greek plays took
their plots were, of course, well known to the Athenians. His first win at the drama festival City Dionysia
came in BCE, although scholars do not know the name of the trilogy that won. Thereafter, Sophocles emerged
victorious in dramatic competitions at 18 Dionysia and 6 Lenaia festivals.


