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Death of a Salesman- EssayIn Death of Salesman, the conflicts that the characters face through out in the play, can be
interpreted as reflections.

Studying his thoughts, actions, how he relates to other characters and how other characters relate to him
enables the reader to come to an understanding of the world in which Willy lives. Back then; the American
dream was equated with freedom and material prosperity, two concepts that ring true today. Afterall it is the
only sure thing anyone will ever do. This is an idea that the playwright Arthur Miller has very passionately
pursued both through Willy's own eyes, and through his interaction with the different characters in the play. It
relates the story of a common man who portrays this lifestyle. It is clear that Willy's predicament is of his own
doing, and that his own foolish pride and ignorance lead to his downfall. Willy Loman is a firm believer in the
"American Dream:" the notion that any man can rise from humble beginnings to greatness. Is a 3 act play
written by Edward Albee in  Although, he does not necessarily have the ability or allow himself to have the
ability to define his feelings as such, they are still very much a part of his everyday existence. Willy's quest for
the American Dream leads to his failure because throughout his life, he pursues the illusion of the American
Dream and not the reality of it. The definition of the American dream changes as society in the United States
changes, and the connotation and reality of the American Dream is disheartening. Linda Loman seems to be
the glue that holds the Loman clan together, as Willy, Biff, and Happy are all deluded in one way or another.
But when they were old enough no to have to depend on them anymore, they walked away from him. Its
pursuit is not easy; it requires undeniable hard work, modesty and optimism. The American Dream consists of
three different elements, money, sex, and power. Walked into a jungle, and comes out, the age of twenty-one,
and he's rich! Arthur Miller, obviously saw this occurring even in the when he wrote the book. To begin with I
found my self-having difficulty reading the play. Willy also struggles between illusion and reality; he has
trouble defining and distinguishing the past from the present. If the reader or audience looks past the plot into
the theme and symbolisms used they can see that the plays are more similar than they are different. This is
something that Arthur Miller conveys in his play Death of a Salesman. Willy Loman, a hard worker aged to
his sixties never accomplished this goal. He is a man struggling to hold onto the little dignity he has left in a
changing society. The tragic hero eventually falls from great esteem. Willy is the aging salesman whose
imagination is much larger than his sales ability. He has reached the age where he can no longer compete
successful in his chosen career, that of a traveling salesman. The phantom of his life has caught up with him.
Personally, I don't believe that human beings are awarded with such a power as to be able to change any
aspect of their lives. Although most people have a similar idea of what the American Dream is, they may have
different ideas on how to achieve it. There are beliefs that think money and power are the ideal things to strive
for It represents hope for a successful, fortune-filled future. They realize they have made an irreversible
mistake, faces death with honor, and dies tragically From the beginning, Willy tries Death of a Salesman
Essay words - 7 pages Traditional families structure themselves such that the husband is the powerhouse of
the family, but this is not always the case. Few will deny that Americans are keenly focused on the quest for
money. Even Biff remains in this state of falsehood, until he reaches his epiphany. He begins to lose control
over his sanity and whether or not he knows it, he desires to find a way to put an end to his life. Mark Twain
once said, "Courage is resistance to fear; mastery of fear, not absence of fear" Twain 6. The majority, if not all
of these problems can be traced back to Willy Loman as the source. Willy feels that Howard the son of the
father who had formerly promised Willy that he would be rewarded for his service to the company has gone
back on the word of his father by forgetting the salesman in his golden years, throwing away the peel after
eating the orange, so to speak. They are willing to do anything to get to the top, even if it means hurting
others, and most of the time they are left with nothing. I also attempted to illustrate their individual
relationships with Willy. In Arthur Miller's, Death of a Salesman, we see how difficult it is for Willy Loman
and his sons to achieve this so called American dream. The obvious breakdown in social order led to the
tragedy that saw innocent souls hang on the accusation of witchcraft Once Willy gets fired he feels as though
he has nothing left. People from all around the world have dreamed of coming to America and building a
successful life for themselves.


