
COMPARING THE BENEFITS AND NEGATIVES OF DRUG LEGALIZATION

AND DECRIMINALIZATION

Legalization; Cons of Decriminalization; Help for Drug Use and Some compare the change in perception of drug
addiction to the end of.

Do we want the same for marijuana and cocaine? Effects of Smoked Cannabis on Mental Health Smoking
cannabis has a number of acute and chronic pathogenic effects on human mental health. In other words, in
addition to a number of adverse medical effects next section , psychological effects of cannabis are common
and detrimental. In fact, more than one-third of all treatment referrals in the U. Decriminalization is not the
same as legalization. That said, all sales must pass through a government-run marketplace. In , the Marijuana
Tax Act effectively thwarted all cannabis use without criminalizing its possession or use. Alcohol-related
arrests, in the form of liquor law violations, public drunkenness and driving under the influence, totaled nearly
2. Those caught using the substance face civil fines instead of criminal charges. The legalisation of cannabis in
some US states has not led to a rise in adolescent use, a US study found. These business interest groups are
ratcheting pressure on state legislatures to decriminalize or medicalize cannabis, counting on support of
millions of addicted users and politicians looking for re-election votes and unaware of the dangers of such a
legislative act. Instead, government would have to regulate a new, legal market while continuing to pay for the
negative effects of an underground market whose suppliers have little economic incentive to disappear.
Recreational use of cannabis surged in the s during the Prohibition Era. Nabilone is a Schedule II medication,
with high potential for mental health side effects and addiction. These associations were independent of
known TGCT risk factors. The process is not unlike the tapering of medication during detoxification. Is it time
the UK decriminalised drugs? Data from National Survey on Drug Use and Health 6 indicate that in persons
over the age of 12, the rate of past month cannabis use and the number of users in 6. However, the lipid
solubility of THC allows for rapid transit in breast milk, where it has been shown to accumulate and
eventually pass to the newborn. This allows people who are addicted to drugs to get help â€” from the state
â€” without entering the penal system. In a separate study of the same sample, cannabis use had a significant
negative impact on safety at work such as self-reported accidents , road traffic accidents, and minor injuries.
Drugs sold by dealers are often cut with harmful substances, increasing the risk of suffering adverse effects.
The distribution and sale of controlled substances is still a criminal offense in Portugal, but possession and use
of drugs is handled as a public health problem and not criminal activity. The general public has not been
adequately informed about recent scientific findings demonstrating major adverse effects of smoking cannabis
on physical and especially mental health, the latter varying in range from cognitive dulling, brief psychotic
experiences, to long-term addiction and chronic psychosis. Alcohol and tobacco cause hundreds of thousands
more deaths per year than all illegal drugs combined, in part because their use is more widespread. Users
experienced working memory problems at the start, and psychomotor slowing and poorer episodic recall at the
end of the work week. As noted earlier, safe and effective alternative treatments for all these syndromes are
available. Jeremy Hunt said he tried a cannabis lassi while backpacking through India, and Rory Stewart
admitted smoking opium at a wedding in Afghanistan. In other words, the weight of evidence indicates that
cannabis creates cognitive dulling rather than reduction in anxiety, indifference rather than relaxation, and
amotivation rather than inner peace, all closer to psychopathology than to well being. Furthermore, cannabis
use decreases cortical dopamine 33 which plays a major role in higher cognitive functions, working memory,
executive function, etc. Pharmacopoeia in  Some states have decriminalized it, while others have legalized it.
But there is no reason to believe legalization would bring about this result. Under decriminalization, both the
production and sale of marijuana remain unregulated by the state. There are important distinctions between the
two. Our position is simple and evidence-based: both decriminalization and legalization of illicit drugs would
increase their use, along with their associated health and social costs. Open in a separate window Taking
advantage of the obscure legal status of cannabis i. Recent research clearly shows that any work that requires
cognitive involvement and decision making is affected by cannabis use. In what follows we review some of
these reports. Rigorous independent research has shown that even small price changes affect marijuana
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consumption rates, consistent with what we know about cigarettes, where research has shown that a 10 percent
drop in price yields a 7 to 8 percent increase in demand. While there may be certain substances, such as
marijuana, that would be made truly legal in some cases, the decriminalization of drugs does not mean that
there is a free-for-all with drug use. More importantly, legalization allows the government to regulate and tax
marijuana use and sales.


