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Free Essay: A Shakespearean tragic hero starts out as a noble person; a great exceptional being who stands out. A
tragic hero has a tragic flaw of an.

This death seems just and unsurprising as this was the only ending which seemed possible to eventuate. The
plot of Macbeth follows these basic guidelines; throughout the play we follow the path of the main character
as his life is torn apart as a result of the colossal mistake he makes when he kills Duncan. Macbeth is a play
created by Shakespeare, evolving around a tragic plot. It acts as a foundation in which Macbeth starts his rise
to a temporary power and then inevitably is his downfall. Macbeth fits every characteristic of a Greek and
Shakespearean tragic hero. A tragic hero who, because of a flaw, tumbles from a well-respected hero to a
cowardless murderer. But can this title be given to Macbeth, the titular hero of the Shakespeare play by the
same name? The methods Shakespeare used to portray Macbeth in this manner was through Macbeths history;
including his social stature derived from battle, the representation of greed and power he sought out, and by
his mental deterioration over time. All this greatness of character however is quickly shadowed when we are
presented with a fatal flaw in Macbeth when he receives the prophecies from the witches. Macbeth is a tragic
hero because he possesses all the traits that Aristotle outlined in his poetics. His ambition leads to his
degeneration as a character which resulted in his ultimate downfall, death. With his death, Macbeth solidifies
himself as a tragic hero. His easily impressionable nature causes him to not form his own thoughts, but rather
listen to the words of Lady Macbeth and the three witches. Macbeth is described as many honorable titles,
until the middle of the Act we see his true flaws, and becomes a tragic hero. Asides and soliloquies are
perhaps the most powerful form of expression and Shakespeare employs these techniques so the audience is
able to grasp a better understanding of the state and mind of Macbeth. Where Macbeth deviates from the
audience is in his belief that he is special, invincible, and capable of getting away with things most ordinary
men would not dare to attempt. Shakespeare produced most of his known work between and  One such
influential character is that of Lady Macbeth; his manipulating, deceiving wife. The characters in the play are
also based upon his descendants. He initially tries to put thoughts about murdering Duncan out of his mind as
soon as they come up. The audience initially admires him for his accomplishments, and can relate to his desire
to be king, since ambition is a common human drive.


