
HOW TO WRITE AN OPINION ARTICLE FORMAT ENGLISH

This is media, we don't do English essays here. Structure your opinion piece so that the best stuff is towards the front of
an article, just as you.

The first line is the display-window for all the goodies you have inside. Clarity is paramount. You can find a
nice explanation of the difference between passive and active voice here. With an emotional kicker, your
readers understand your data and develop an emotional response that lodges your op-ed in their memory. It
can be a strong fact, statement or even the beginning of an anecdote that has audience connection. I have many
identities for my various voices. Be personal and conversational; it can help you make your point. Newspaper
editorials should have at least three arguments. Done right, it is persuasive writing at its best. Write to the level
of your audience and in a natural voice. Be timely, controversial, but not outrageous. No one likes a stuffed
shirt. Sadly, science journals demand passive voice and technical terms. Express your opinion, and then base it
on factual, researched or first-hand information. I once sent a hastily written kvetch about a Kmart opening in
my Greenwich Village neighborhood to The New York Times at noon, had an acceptance by 2 p. Often the
process of writing will reveal the key theme and the sizzling introduction. Variety in sentence tone is
important to maintain reader interest. Be brief. As always, preparation is the key to media communication. To
make sure your op-ed landed where it was directed, follow up politely within a week. Formal vocabulary â€”
do not use idioms, phrasal verbs or colloquial expressions. If the first few comments are negative, then readers
take away a negative perception of your article. After all, this is an opinion essay, not a shopping list. By
tackling an important topic of the day, you will be reaching not only your regular readers but also perhaps an
elite audience of opinion-makers. This collection combines the popular tutorials of bestselling author and
sought-after freelancer I. Here is an example of a recent op-ed I wrote for The Seattle Times. You have a
point, so make it. As climate scientists, we expect to run into trolls more than most. Keep paragraphs
self-contained, short but variable In general, paragraphs should be no more than three sentences. Citing
sources where necessary. Formal punctuation â€” do not use exclamation marks, parentheses and contractions.
He has been a newspaper reporter on major dailies, an ad copywriter, and magazine editor.


