
REASON FOR MERGER SINGAPORE AND MALAYSIA

Singapore officially became part of Malaysia on 16 September following its merger with the Federation of Malaya,
Sarawak and North Borneo (Sabah) to.

Lau , , p. Q: Why was Singapore separated to begin with? The price of food skyrocketed when the transport
system was disrupted during this period of unrest, causing further hardship. Q: So the British were happy to
use detention without trial in Singapore in the s and 50s, but the moment it might affect their international
reputation and make them lose an election in the UK, they baulked? Hail Malaysia! The Malaya and British
Borneo dollar remained legal tender until the introduction of the Singapore dollar in  People moved freely up
and down the country from the northern tip of Perlis to the southern tip of Singapore. Main article:
PAP-UMNO relations The Federal Government of Malaysia, dominated by the United Malays National
Organisation UMNO , was concerned that as long as Singapore remained in the Federation, the bumiputera
policy of affirmative action for Malays and the indigenous population would be undermined and therefore run
counter to its agenda of addressing economic disparities between racial groups. Singapore being the 7th largest
port in the world can contribute lots of revenue to Malaysia and can also help Malaysia onto the Global
Market by exporting the goods. As a result, the progressive left realized that simply winning elections was not
enough. These details were only finalised close to the signing of the Malaysia Agreement on 9 July  They had
to insist there were communists in Singapore, while simultaneously saying there was no evidence to arrest
them. A democratic Singapore with a representative government was likely to move away from Britain and
pursue a much more independent path. They convinced the Tunku and Federation leaders to agree by giving
them the Borneo states and arguing that merger would allow them to reduce political instability that might
arise from Singapore electing a progressive left government. Singapore through the merger also stood to gain
protection. Under the framework of the Rendel Constitution , the Legislative Assembly had been formed in as
the new legislature of the government of Singapore to replace the Legislative Council and to provide for an
elected majority of legislators. Singapore: Singapore University Press, pp. Finally, Lee was given two major
concessions. How did everyone react? Malaya through the merger also stood to gain its territorial land as
Sabah and Sarawak would be included under the territory of Malaysia, thus they would be able to control a
larger land mass and have a wider influence. Lau, A. More riots broke out in September  These were then
published on 16 November in a white paper. The party held a referendum on 1 September in which over 70
percent of the Singapore population voted in favour of merger. A: They were in a tricky situation. A: Yes,
Operation Coldstore was scheduled for 16 December  Q: But this was August  A: Colonial Politics. In
addition, there were other political benefits for the PAP arising from the merger.


