
COLLEGES FOR CHILD LIFE SPECIALIST

These programs are self-identified as having degrees/curricula in child life. programs offering classes taught by a
Certified Child Life Specialist, click here.

Bachelor of Science in Psychology Psychology degree programs with a concentration in child life prepare
students to comprehend and enhance the emotional growth and well-being of children and adolescents. Most
employers require a minimum of a bachelor's degree, though a master's degree may make someone a more
desirable candidate. Other factors that may influence school choice include tuition, location and whether the
program qualifies graduates for the Child Life Council's certification exam. The Association of Child Life
Professionals lists certain courses that are required to become a certified child life specialist. With an emphasis
on psychology and cognitive development, students gain an understanding of how to meet the developmental
needs of children who suffer from illness or are coping with other medical situations. These specialists may
work as independent contractors who move between several locations depending on needs. This certificate
program at ASU includes courses such as early childhood intervention, child dysfunction in the family, play in
child life and foundations of therapeutic recreation. Growing Respect Within Medical Field: Having
colleagues who appreciate the role of a child life specialist can increase job satisfaction immensely. While
previously parents or medical professionals were responsible for filling the role of psychological easement for
children, it has become clear that child life specialists are needed address this need. Some schools offer
programs focusing on child and family studies, while others offer degrees in psychology; students should to
determine the program focus that fits their career plans and review the courses offered. Education, sociology,
and nursing students also will be eligible to complete the Child Life Certification Program by completing the
necessary coursework independent of and in addition to their major requirements. Leave a Reply You must be
logged in to post a comment. Undergraduate Program Characteristics Some colleges, such as ISU, let you
tailor your program to fit your interests by building in several program electives. Related Reading. Obtain
Work Experience with Children in Pediatric Care During the course of your bachelor's degree or immediately
following graduation, it is highly recommended that you complete a child life internship or fellowship under
the direct supervision of a Certified Child Life Specialist to obtain hands-on work experience. For instance,
students who know they want to work specifically with children in dental offices can find programs that offer
relevant courses. Those looking to become a child life specialist will be happy to know the job outlook for the
field is expected to grow in the next several years. They also might facilitate interaction between patients and
staff and coordinate special events. After this five-year period, you can apply for re-certification. Some
colleges offer classes to prepare you for certification. The specialist is often a familiar face to children who
receive care from a host of medical professionals, so it is often important they attend to needs outside of the
hospital as well. Methods of Play: As play is a common distraction technique for anxiety and pain, programs
will introduce students to examples of play and which are best for a particular age group. The Child Life
Council, a professional organization for child life specialists, offers the most-recognized child life specialist
certification. Some colleges and universities offer programs in child life, but other acceptable majors include
child and family studies, psychology, child development, recreational therapy and early childhood education.
Students who may be a great fit for the program: Interested in helping others Drawn to the medical field
Compassionate Emotionally intelligent Can relate and interact well with children The demand for Child Life
Specialists is continuing to see growth. Since working in the child life profession requires a mastery of child
development theories and a unique set of interpersonal skills, below is a step-by-step guide that should be
followed to find success in becoming a child life specialist.


