
MIGUEL HIDALGO

Don Miguel Gregorio Antonio Francisco Ignacio Hidalgo-Costilla y Gallaga Mandarte VillaseÃ±or (8 May â€“ 30 July ),
more commonly known as Don.

Today, Hidalgo's remains lie in a Mexico City monument known as "the Angel of Independence" along with
other Revolutionary heroes. He questioned the absolute authority of the Spanish king and challenged
numerous ideas presented by the Church, including the power of the popes, the virgin birth , and clerical
celibacy. Hidalgo was recruited and joined without reservation. Hidalgo never took his priestly vows too
seriously. This was the first of many quarrels, disputes that would inevitably take their toll. Hidalgo
distinguished himself as a student and received top marks in his class. So he jailed all the Spaniards, replaced
city officials with his own and looted the city treasury before marching off toward Mexico City. Abrams,
September 1,  In this, Hidalgo was too proud or stubborn to listen to the sound military advice offered by
Allende and others and press his advantage. After the French invasion of Spain in , many Mexicans formed
secret societiesâ€”some supporting the Spanish government, others advocating independence from Spain. This
retreat when victory was at hand has puzzled historians and biographers ever since. He was eventually stripped
of his priesthood, found guilty, and executed on July  Though Guadalupe Victoria was, like Washington, his
country's first president, Hidalgo was, like Washington , the man who launched a colonial independence
struggle against a European mother country that had become excessively oppressive. Hidalgo's troops forced
the royalist troops to retreat, but the insurgents suffered heavy casualties for their efforts, as they had when
they engaged trained royalist soldiers in Guanajuato. Hidalgo's political and intellectual growth was nurtured
by membership in the literary societies that were so prevalent in colonial Mexico in the early nineteenth
century. The Mexicans were unhappy with increased taxes and Spanish indifference to their plight. On 21
September , Hidalgo was proclaimed general and supreme commander after arriving to Celaya. Spanish troops
intercepted him and Catholic authorities happily stripped him of his ecclesiastical protections. When a mob
ran through this town, Allende tried to break up the violence by striking at the insurgents with the flat of his
sword. He provided the catalyst for Mexico's poor to vent their anger on the hated "gachipines" or Spaniards,
but his "army" was more like a swarm of locusts, and about as impossible to control. Hidalgo's peasant army,
in the tradition of the jacquerie of fourteenth-century France , settled scores against the ruling elite with
vengeful brutality. Though the rebellious creoles in Mexico shared with Napoleon the ideals of the French
Enlightenment, they believed that by now Napoleon had become a power-hungry despot and they had no wish
to pledge allegiance to his brother.


