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The Liberal Imagination is one of the most admired and influential works of criticism of the last century, a work that is not
only a masterpiece of literary criticism.

Trilling calls Fitzgerald "a moralist to the core," because Fitzgerald was able to transcend the historical
moment to "seize the moment as a moral fact. He assesses Anderson as victim to the fate "of the writer who at
one short past moment has had a success with a simple idea which he allowed to remain simple and fixed.
Trilling investigates the autobiographical aspects of the novel to conclude that the novel also acts as James's
"demonstrative message," and that the artist possesses social responsibility. The Liberal Imagination seems to
me dated--but not dated in the pejorative sense of being obsolete, but of being readably illuminating about a
past but crucial period. Scott Fitzgerald"[ edit ] Trilling examines the life and literary career of American
novelist F. Scott Fitzgerald , admiring Fitzgerald's heroism found "in his power of love. The Liberal
Imagination is one of the most admired and influential works of criticism of the last century, a work that is not
only a masterpiece of literary criticism but an important statement about politics and society. The task Trilling
undertakes in so many of these essays is to clear a space for imaginative literature amidst the ideological
allegiances of the educated classes. On the contrary, the idiosyncratic perceptual sophistication of the
Jamesian novel, its "moral realism" about the cost and complexity of any action, are What a subtle and
scrupulous intellect! Trilling concludes that the novel of manners has never been "established" in America
because of a conception of reality as the "hard, brute facts of existence. The Journal of Legal Studies has
identified Wechsler as one of the most cited legal scholars of the 20th century. A nice association. Trilling,
Lionel. On the contrary, the idiosyncratic perceptual sophistication of the Jamesian novel, its "moral realism"
about the cost and complexity of any action, are for Trilling humane correctives to the reductive materialist
dogmas of politics: [the novelist:]is, as Fielding said, the historian's heir; but he will also be indifferent to
History, sharing the vital stupidity of the World Historical Figure, who of course is not in the least interested
in History but only in his own demands upon life and thus does not succumb to History's most malign and
subtle trick, which is to fix and fascinate the mind of men with the pride of their foreknowledge of doom.
Trilling concludes by advocating that we think of ideas as "living things, inescapably connected with our wills
and desires," in order to facilitate a more active literature. Scott Fitzgerald, but also on such varied matters as
the Kinsey Report and money in the American imagination, Trilling presents a model of the critic as both part
of and apart from his society, a defender of the reflective life that, in our ever more rationalized world, seems
ever more necessaryâ€”and ever more remote" The New York Review of Books. Blackmur, in his review of
the book in the Kenyon Review , writes that the core questions of The Liberal Imagination are what the
American mind is to do with "mass urban society," and what is to be done to surmount a pervasive distrust of
the intellect. Jacket design by Robert Hallock. Fine in a very good dust jacket. The left-leaning intellectuals of
Europe and America obviously weren't experimented on in this way, but Soviet cultural policy rippled
outward to determine progressive opinion, particularly in the arts, where even very gifted and subtle readers,
critics and theorists struck populist poses from a sense of the eschatology of ideological conflict. Poets,
Trilling argues, can be attracted to ideas without being "violated" by them, and poets often try to develop
consistent intellectual positions along with their poetry. It also informs a disavowal of writers, such as Henry
James , that engage in the "electrical qualities of the mind," and are not easily conformed to a social mission or
politic. Thus, Trilling suggests evoking Nietzsche "an ambivalent view" of the historical sense that looks to
culture as "life's continuing evaluation of itself. The Journal of Legal Studies has identified Wechsler as one of
the most cited legal scholars of the 20th century. Trilling predicts that the novels of the future will "deal very
explicitly with ideas," and that they should criticize ideas by attaching them to their "appropriately actuality,"
instead of allowing ideas to be systematized thoughtlessly through ideology. Association copy, inscribed by
the author on the front free endpaper to Herbert and Elzie Wechsler, "To Elzie and Herbert most affectionately
Lionel 21 March  Published in , one of the chillier moments of the Cold War, Trilling's essays examine the
promise -and limits-of liberalism, challenging the complacency of a na"ive liberal belief in rationality,
progress, and the panaceas of economics and other social sciences, and asserting in their stead the irreducible
complexity of human motivation and the tragic inevitability of tragedy. Scott Fitzgerald, but also on such
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varied matters as the Kinsey Report and money in the American imagination, Trilling presents a model of the
critic as both part of and apart from his society, a defender of the reflective life that, in our ever more
rationalized world, seems ever more necessary-and ever more remote" The New York Review of Books.
There are times when, as the method of Perseus with Medusa suggests, you do well not to look straight at what
you are dealing with but rather to see it in the mirror-shield that the hero carried. Trilling's great work was to
remind his readers of the humane essence of imagination and art. Octavo, original cloth. A novelist's creative
awareness of manners becomes the "function of his love," making his literary work what Trilling calls "moral
realism," in which the moral imagination is given free play. A nice association. Shelves: criticism , essays
What a subtle and scrupulous intellect! Howe describes Trilling as an ideologue whose work is "excessively
dependent on that mere will whose danger he has so often observed. Trilling," in Ed. Add to cart. It is
therefore not a happy fate, even if it has an heroic sound, but there is no escape from it, and the only
possibility of enduring it is to force into our definition of politics every human activity and very subtlety of
human activity. Trilling argues that because his contemporary America is predominantly tending to an
intellectually liberal tradition, the lack of a robust conservative intellectual tradition causes the lack of a
cultural dialectic, making liberal ideas also weak. He is most widely known for his constitutional law
scholarship and for the creation of the Model Penal Code. Menand's real point is that Trlling is writing in an
intellectual world characterized, to a degree almost unimaginable today, by ideological debates and doctrinal
hair-splitting in an essay on the future of the novel, Trilling even suggests that if novelists can no longer take
social upheaval and class fluidity as indicated by manners and mores for their subject, as Stendahl, Balzac and
James did in the 19th century, then the "range of passions" and "complex system of manners" brought about
by the various allegiances within an ideological society could serve just as well; and from what I've skimmed,
Trilling's one novel, The Middle of the Journey, is about just that; as it turned out, the ideological gloom lifted
and most American fiction, at least, went it way with either postmodern playfullness or domestic realism.
Trilling describes Huck's moral crisis as being between his "genuinely good will" and his distrust of others,
based on a "profound and bitter knowledge of human depravity. James's novel is an achievement of what
Trilling calls "moral realism," which rests on James's "knowledge of complication," a penetrating awareness
of "modern ironies," and an "imagination of disaster" complimented by an "imagination of love. Trilling also
argues that literary artists are both effects and causes of culture, and that historical criticism which treats a
literary movement as something that can fail or succeed incorrectly supposes ideas are autonomous
"generators of human events," that literature is meant to settle the problems of life "for good," and that the will
plays little part in human life.


