
KANT THOUGHT THAT THE ONLY WAY WE CAN DISCOVER MORAL

LAWS IS THROUGH THE FACULTY OF REASON

Kant argued that we can only have knowledge of things we can experience. Kant argued that the moral law is a truth of
reason, and hence that all rational After discovering and being shaken by the radical skepticism of Hume's . Sensibility is
a passive faculty because its job is to receive representations through the.

Although happiness is connected to morality at the conceptual level when one deserves happiness, there is no
natural connection between morality and happiness. At best, it seems that since I act as though I am free, I
thereby must act as though morality really does obligate me. And the table of categories is derived from the
most basic, universal forms of logical inference, Kant believes. Louden, M. He says relatively little about what
is going on in our heads or the surrounding social environment when we actually make moral judgments.
There-fore, the moment of presence of the movable point at vertex b, considered as moving in the direction ab,
is different from the moment of presence of the movable point at the same vertex b, considered as moving in
the same direction be. One may of course as an added fact get some pleasure or other gain from doing the right
thing, but to act morally, one does not do it for the sake of its desirable consequences, but rather because one
understands that it is morally the right thing to do. Friedman, G. As Kant explains, In accordance with this
principle a human being is an end for himself as well as for others, and it is not enough that he is not
authorized to use either himself or others merely as a means since he could then still be indifferent to them ; it
is in itself his duty to make the human being as such his end. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press,  The veil
must fall. Clearly, this line of thought is not immune to criticism. In doing so, he uses his reason to decide the
best way of achieving ends that have been laid down by others. Gregor, trans. The good will is the only
unconditional good despite all encroachments. We cannot talk to one we cannot comprehend â€” and we
cannot comprehend God; we can only believe in Him. A shopkeeper, Kant says, might do what is in accord
with duty and not overcharge a child. Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals. For the most part, we have
engaged in an analysis of theoretical reason which has determined the limits and requirements of the
employment of the faculty of reason to obtain knowledge. And if it is a priori, then these objects must be
non-empirical objects. Now let us suppose that I consider acting on the principle, "Steal anything you like.
Hume often seems more interested in explaining morality as a natural phenomenon than in setting out a
normative ethical theory, treating moral action as part of the same physical world in which we explain things
in terms of cause and effect EHU 8. Although Kant insists that the moral law is equally binding for all rational
agents, he also insists that the bindingness of the moral law is self-imposed: we autonomously prescribe the
moral law to ourselves. In , Karl Leonhard Reinhold published a series of public letters on Kantian
philosophy. One application of this idea is found in the Transcendental Dialectic of the first Critique, where
Kant insists that there are only three transcendental ideasâ€”the thinking subject, the world as a whole, and a
being of all beingsâ€”so that it is possible to catalogue exhaustively the illusions to which reason is subject.
Nor can it be good because it seeks after some particular goal which might not attain the good we seek or
could come about through happenstance. Vices, by contrast, are those traits that generate a displeasing
sentiment of disapproval. His treatment looks downstream from the will to its execution in action. So reason
has no possible access to a transcendent authority that could issue commands for thought or action. The
reflected light reaches the human eye, passes through the cornea, is focused by the lens onto the retina where it
forms an image similar to that formed by light passing through a pinhole into a camera obscura. It is a matter
not of justice itself, but of ethics, if one respects the rights of others not from fear of punishment but from
respect for persons or law. This fundamental ethical principle, which is commonly called "The Categorical
Imperative," Kant summarizes with the statement that "I am never to act otherwise than so that I could also
will that my maxim become a universal law. The main difference between them is that Hume locates that
foundation in human nature, while Kant â€”depending on the interpretationâ€”locates it in the structure of
practical reason, the nature of rational beings, or the supreme value of freedom. Sixth Thesis The master is
himself an animal, and needs a master. Buchdahl, G. He gives at least three formulations of the Categorical
Imperative. His statements about the foundation of morality and its principles convey a commitment to some
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form of sentimentalism, however idiosyncratic. Thus Kant is a moral "absolutist" in the sense that all persons
have the same moral duties, for all persons are equal as rational beings. There were several journals devoted
solely to defending and criticizing Kantian philosophy. So a passion cannot be contrary to truth and reason. It
should be pointed out, however, that Kant is not endorsing an idealism about objects like Berkeley's. Indeed,
this is an important aspect of his approach to morality. Ferrarin, A.


