
NATURAL DISASTERS AND HEALTH CARE

Abstract. Natural disasters are on the increase. How healthcare systems respond to their communities' need for medical
attention after such events will be very.

But in order to provide the best care, we need to take care of ourselves and each other. In addition, Teladoc
Health is supporting efforts by the American Red Cross, with a separate dedicated hotline available through
that organization. Mandy Roth is the innovations editor at HealthLeaders. Call to access the hotline set up for
this purpose. Imagine being hit with a surge of critical patients or those with exacerbation of chronic disease.
How might those seeking care after a disaster differ from other patients? Some hospitals didn't have enough
security, and those that did sequestered them. Abir and Sue Anne Bell, Ph. Doctor on Demand provided over
2, covered visits during Hurricane Harvey and Irma, as well as aiding victims from Hurricane Matthew, the
California wildfires, and most recently, Hurricane Florence. The company says hundreds of people per day
took advantage of a similar offer during the two weeks of Hurricane Florence relief last month. If you are part
of larger health system, be ready to harness that strength. Both represent significant barriers to optimal care.
That can lead to an exacerbation of chronic diseases such as diabetes and asthma. While the survey showed
that the telephone is the most-used mode of communication for reaching out to various groups, followed by
secure messaging and, in some cases, email, CMS stipulates that the use of phones for texting of patient health
information is allowed only through a secure encrypted messaging platform. Lessons learned Hospital and
healthcare officials say one of the most important elements in confronting disasters is long-term planning with
teams in place for every possible situation. The staff, in turn, kept up with patients by phone and via a mobile
app that's part of its EHR. Last year's hurricanes forced multiple hospitals in South Florida and Texas to
evacuate patients and personnel and shut down operations, at least temporarily. They have a centralized and
improved coordination of planning. The study, in Annals of Emergency Medicine , compared the first 30 days
of Medicare claims data from southeastern ZIP codes affected by a deadly rash of tornadoes on April 27, ,
with claims data from the rest of the year. On a typical day, hospitals can be chaotic. The adage holds true: In
a natural disaster, more communication is always better.


