
SYMBOLS OF CONFINEMENT IN TRUMAN SHOW

The â€œseaâ€• is the main symbol of both confinement and freedom. It represents confinement as it is so vast, so
broad, and Truman can not go over, above or in it.

Burbank, California, suggests Hollywood, plastic, fake, movies, etc. We can see her deep concern for his
safety, and we can see her desire to let him know the truth. We can see his lost look, and his innocence.
Truman seems to die in the storm but is 'reborn' stronger than ever. Camera shots were used effectively
throughout the entire movie. He is trapped mentally and emotionally, as no one in his world is real. He realizes
that Meryl has been lying to him, and he then realizes all the strangeness happening around him. The Santa
Maria the name, coincidentally given to one of Christopher Columbus ships which explored the new world
represents exploration and finding a new world of freedom. The very obvious manipulation of Truman for
product placement in advertising also hints that this is not reality but a television show. How are we trapped?
Our first viewing of Truman Burbank is an unusual first glimpse at this character with whom the audience
learns to empathize. The world he lives in is in some ways idyllic - safe, perfect. We would get camera shots
from above, we would get camera shots from below, and we would get camera shots from straight on. All of
us like television better when we can relate to it, and these people are rooting for Truman. Truman Becoming
Aware What did Truman begin to do to manipulate his world? He is confined by his fears, and he needs to
confront his greatest fearâ€”of waterâ€”in order to find freedom. Truman steps into the completely unknown.
When Christofs storm nearly drowns him, Truman yells, Is that the best you can do? It could be sorrowful and
melancholy, or lighthearted and cartoonish. His eyes, for the most part, show his lack of knowledge of what is
happening around him. His viewers are a cross-section of society - a man in a bathtub, regulars in a Truman
Bar, two men who work at a parkade, two old ladies at home, a Japanese family and a mother and daughter.
How was music used? Other symbols of confinement include the references to prison which are both verbal
and visual. At the beginning of the film we see the creator and the actors discuss the show as part of a
documentary. The mirrors represent selfreflection and discovery. The recreation of Sylvias face, through
surreptitiously tearing pieces out of magazines, illustrates that Truman another example of Trumans ability to
evade Christofs attempts at total control. Truman is trapped physically by the confines of his world. We are
lied to by politicians and the media. There are many different visual tools used by the director to portray
Truman throughout the entire movie, but the beginning especially stands out. And, of course, Trumans life
was like living in a cartoon everyone was stereotyped, and, on a loop. These incidents set up the fact that
Truman is unhappy with his job and the island.


